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---------------------------------------------------------------------Selections to discuss in class. Try to figure out what he is describing. MJL

SECTION 1
Part 1
…
The philosopher Tsang said, "I daily examine myself on three points:-whether,
in transacting business for others, I may have been not faithful;-whether,
in intercourse with friends, I may have been not sincere;-whether
I may have not mastered and practiced the instructions of my teacher."
…
"Hold faithfulness and sincerity as first principles.
"Have no friends not equal to yourself.
"When you have faults, do not fear to abandon them."
The philosopher Tsang said, "Let there be a careful attention to perform
the funeral rites to parents, and let them be followed when long gone
with the ceremonies of sacrifice;-then the virtue of the people will
resume its proper excellence."
…
The Master said, "He who aims to be a man of complete virtue in his
food does not seek to gratify his appetite, nor in his dwelling place
does he seek the appliances of ease; he is earnest in what he is doing,
and careful in his speech; he frequents the company of men of principle
that he may be rectified:-such a person may be said indeed to love
to learn."
…
Part 2
The Master said, "He who exercises government by means of his virtue
may be compared to the north polar star, which keeps its place and
all the stars turn towards it."
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The Master said, "If the people be led by laws, and uniformity sought
to be given them by punishments, they will try to avoid the punishment,
but have no sense of shame.
"If they be led by virtue, and uniformity sought to be given them
by the rules of propriety, they will have the sense of shame, and
moreover will become good."
Soon after, as Fan Ch'ih was driving him, the Master told him, saying,
"Mang-sun asked me what filial piety was, and I answered him,-'not
being disobedient.'"
Fan Ch'ih said, "What did you mean?" The Master replied, "That parents,
when alive, be served according to propriety; that, when dead, they
should be buried according to propriety; and that they should be sacrificed
to according to propriety."
…
The Duke Ai asked, saying, "What should be done in order to secure
the submission of the people?" Confucius replied, "Advance the upright
and set aside the crooked, then the people will submit. Advance the
crooked and set aside the upright, then the people will not submit."
Chi K'ang asked how to cause the people to reverence their ruler,
to be faithful to him, and to go on to nerve themselves to virtue.
The Master said, "Let him preside over them with gravity;-then they
will reverence him. Let him be final and kind to all;-then they will
be faithful to him. Let him advance the good and teach the incompetent;-then
they will eagerly seek to be virtuous."

"To see what is right and not to do it is want of courage."
Part 3
The Master said, "High station filled without indulgent generosity;
ceremonies performed without reverence; mourning conducted without
sorrow;-wherewith should I contemplate such ways?"
Part 4
The Master said, "A scholar, whose mind is set on truth, and who is
ashamed of bad clothes and bad food, is not fit to be discoursed with."
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The Master said, "The superior man, in the world, does not set his
mind either for anything, or against anything; what is right he will
follow."
The Master said, "The superior man thinks of virtue; the small man
thinks of comfort. The superior man thinks of the sanctions of law;
the small man thinks of favors which he may receive."
The Master said: "He who acts with a constant view to his own advantage
will be much murmured against."

Tsze-kung said, "What I do not wish men to do to me, I also wish not
to do to men." The Master said, "Ts'ze, you have not attained to that."
Tsze-kung said, "The Master's personal displays of his principles
and ordinary descriptions of them may be heard. His discourses about
man's nature, and the way of Heaven, cannot be heard."
…
Chung-kung said, "If a man cherish in himself a reverential feeling
of the necessity of attention to business, though he may be easy in
small matters in his government of the people, that may be allowed.
But if he cherish in himself that easy feeling, and also carry it
out in his practice, is not such an easymode of procedure excessive?"

Yuan Sze being made governor of his town by the Master, he gave him
nine hundred measures of grain, but Sze declined them.
The Master said, "Do not decline them. May you not give them away
in the neighborhoods, hamlets, towns, and villages?"
…
The Master said, "The wise find pleasure in water; the virtuous find
pleasure in hills. The wise are active; the virtuous are tranquil.
The wise are joyful; the virtuous are long-lived."

Tsze-kung said, "Suppose the case of a man extensively conferring
benefits on the people, and able to assist all, what would you say
of him? Might he be called perfectly virtuous?" The Master said, "Why
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speak only of virtue in connection with him? Must he not have the
qualities of a sage? Even Yao and Shun were still solicitous about
this.
"Now the man of perfect virtue, wishing to be established himself,
seeks also to establish others; wishing to be enlarged himself, he
seeks also to enlarge others.
"To be able to judge of others by what is nigh in ourselves;-this
may be called the art of virtue."
---------------------------------------------------------------------SECTION 2
Part 7
…
The Master said, "Is virtue a thing remote? I wish to be virtuous,
and lo! virtue is at hand."
…
Part 8

The Master said, "Respectfulness, without the rules of propriety,
becomes laborious bustle; carefulness, without the rules of propriety,
becomes timidity; boldness, without the rules of propriety, becomes
insubordination; straightforwardness, without the rules of propriety,
becomes rudeness.
…
"There are three principles of conduct which the man of high rank
should consider specially important:-that in his deportment and manner
he keep from violence and heedlessness; that in regulating his countenance
he keep near to sincerity; and that in his words and tones he keep
far from lowness and impropriety. As to such matters as attending
to the sacrificial vessels, there are the proper officers for them."
…
The Master said, "It is not easy to find a man who has learned for
three years without coming to be good."
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…
"When a country is well governed, poverty and a mean condition are
things to be ashamed of. When a country is ill governed, riches and
honor are things to be ashamed of."

The Master said, "Ardent and yet not upright, stupid and yet not attentive;
simple and yet not sincere:-such persons I do not understand."
…
Part 9
The subjects of which the Master seldom spoke were-profitableness,
and also the appointments of Heaven, and perfect virtue.
…
There were four things from which the Master was entirely free. He
had no foregone conclusions, no arbitrary predeterminations, no obstinacy,
and no egoism.

Part 10
Confucius, in his village, looked simple and sincere, and as if he
were not able to speak.
When he was in the prince's ancestral temple, or in the court, he
spoke minutely on every point, but cautiously.
When he was waiting at court, in speaking with the great officers
of the lower grade, he spoke freely, but in a straightforward manner;
in speaking with those of the higher grade, he did so blandly, but
precisely.
When the ruler was present, his manner displayed respectful uneasiness;
it was grave, but self-possessed.
When the prince called him to employ him in the reception of a visitor,
his countenance appeared to change, and his legs to move forward with
difficulty.
He inclined himself to the other officers among whom he stood, moving
his left or right arm, as their position required, but keeping the
skirts of his robe before and behind evenly adjusted.
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He hastened forward, with his arms like the wings of a bird.
When the guest had retired, he would report to the prince, "The visitor
is not turning round any more."
When he entered the palace gate, he seemed to bend his body, as if
it were not sufficient to admit him.
When he was standing, he did not occupy the middle of the gateway;
when he passed in or out, he did not tread upon the threshold.
When he was passing the vacant place of the prince, his countenance
appeared to change, and his legs to bend under him, and his words
came as if he hardly had breath to utter them.
He ascended the reception hall, holding up his robe with both his
hands, and his body bent; holding in his breath also, as if he dared
not breathe.
When he came out from the audience, as soon as he had descended one
step, he began to relax his countenance, and had a satisfied look.
When he had got the bottom of the steps, he advanced rapidly to his
place, with his arms like wings, and on occupying it, his manner still
showed respectful uneasiness.
When he was carrying the scepter of his ruler, he seemed to bend his
body, as if he were not able to bear its weight. He did not hold it
higher than the position of the hands in making a bow, nor lower than
their position in giving anything to another. His countenance seemed
to change, and look apprehensive, and he dragged his feet along as
if they were held by something to the ground.
In presenting the presents with which he was charged, he wore a placid
appearance.
At his private audience, he looked highly pleased.
The superior man did not use a deep purple, or a puce color, in the
ornaments of his dress.
Part 11
The Master said, "The men of former times in the matters of ceremonies
and music were rustics, it is said, while the men of these latter
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times, in ceremonies and music, are accomplished gentlemen.
"If I have occasion to use those things, I follow the men of former
times."
...
Tsze-lu asked whether he should immediately carry into practice what
he heard. The Master said, "There are your father and elder brothers
to be consulted;-why should you act on that principle of immediately
carrying into practice what you hear?" Zan Yu asked the same, whether
he should immediately carry into practice what he heard, and the Master
answered, "Immediately carry into practice what you hear." Kung-hsi
Hwa said, "Yu asked whether he should carry immediately into practice
what he heard, and you said, 'There are your father and elder brothers
to be consulted.' Ch'iu asked whether he should immediately carry
into practice what he heard, and you said, 'Carry it immediately into
practice.' I, Ch'ih, am perplexed, and venture to ask you for an explanation."
The Master said, "Ch'iu is retiring and slow; therefore I urged him
forward. Yu has more than his own share of energy; therefore I kept
him back."
...
"What is called a great minister, is one who serves his prince according
to what is right, and when he finds he cannot do so, retires.
...
---------------------------------------------------------------------SECTION 3
Part 12
Yen Yuan asked about perfect virtue. The Master said, "To subdue one's self
and return to propriety, is perfect virtue. If a man can for one day subdue
himself and return to propriety, an under heaven will ascribe perfect
virtue to him. Is the practice of perfect virtue from a man himself, or is
it from others?"
Yen Yuan said, "I beg to ask the steps of that process." The Master
replied, "Look not at what is contrary to propriety; listen not to what is
contrary to propriety; speak not what is contrary to propriety; make no
movement which is contrary to propriety." Yen Yuan then said, "Though I am
deficient in intelligence and vigor, I will make it my business to practice
this lesson."
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Chung-kung asked about perfect virtue. The Master said, "It is, when you go
abroad, to behave to every one as if you were receiving a great guest; to
employ the people as if you were assisting at a great sacrifice; not to do
to others as you would not wish done to yourself; to have no murmuring
against you in the country, and none in the family." Chung-kung said,
"Though I am deficient in intelligence and vigor, I will make it my
business to practice this lesson."
Sze-ma Niu asked about perfect virtue.
The Master said, "The man of perfect virtue is cautious and slow in his
speech."
"Cautious and slow in his speech!" said Niu;-"is this what is meant by
perfect virtue?" The Master said, "When a man feels the difficulty of
doing, can he be other than cautious and slow in speaking?"
...
Tsze-kung asked about government. The Master said, "The requisites of
government are that there be sufficiency of food, sufficiency of military
equipment, and the confidence of the people in their ruler."
Tsze-kung said, "If it cannot be helped, and one of these must be dispensed
with, which of the three should be foregone first?" "The military
equipment," said the Master.
Tsze-kung again asked, "If it cannot be helped, and one of the remaining
two must be dispensed with, which of them should be foregone?" The Master
answered, "Part with the food. From of old, death has been the lot of an
men; but if the people have no faith in their rulers, there is no standing
for the state."
...
The Master said, "The superior man seeks to perfect the admirable qualities
of men, and does not seek to perfect their bad qualities. The mean man does
the opposite of this."
Chi K'ang asked Confucius about government. Confucius replied, "To govern
means to rectify. If you lead on the people with correctness, who will dare
not to be correct?"
...
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Fan Ch'ih asked about benevolence. The Master said, "It is to love all
men." He asked about knowledge. The Master said, "It is to know all men."
Fan Ch'ih did not immediately understand these answers.
The Master said, "Employ the upright and put aside all the crooked; in this
way the crooked can be made to be upright."
...
Tsze-kung asked about friendship. The Master said, "Faithfully admonish
your friend, and skillfully lead him on. If you find him impracticable,
stop. Do not disgrace yourself."
...
Part 13
Tsze-lu asked about government. The Master said, "Go before the people with
your example, and be laborious in their affairs."
He requested further instruction, and was answered, "Be not weary in these
things."
...
Tsze-lu said, "The ruler of Wei has been waiting for you, in order with you
to administer the government. What will you consider the first thing to be
done?"
The Master replied, "What is necessary is to rectify names."
"So! indeed!" said Tsze-lu. "You are wide of the mark! Why must there be
such rectification?"
The Master said, "How uncultivated you are, Yu! A superior man, in regard
to what he does not know, shows a cautious reserve.
"If names be not correct, language is not in accordance with the truth of
things. If language be not in accordance with the truth of things, affairs
cannot be carried on to success.
"When affairs cannot be carried on to success, proprieties and music do not
flourish. When proprieties and music do not flourish, punishments will not
be properly awarded. When punishments are not properly awarded, the people
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do not know how to move hand or foot.
"Therefore a superior man considers it necessary that the names he uses may
be spoken appropriately, and also that what he speaks may be carried out
appropriately. What the superior man requires is just that in his words
there may be nothing incorrect."
...
The Master said, "Though a man may be able to recite the three hundred
odes, yet if, when intrusted with a governmental charge, he knows not how
to act, or if, when sent to any quarter on a mission, he cannot give his
replies unassisted, notwithstanding the extent of his learning, of what
practical use is it?"
The Master said, "When a prince's personal conduct is correct, his
government is effective without the issuing of orders. If his personal
conduct is not correct, he may issue orders, but they will not be
followed."
...
The Duke of Sheh asked about government.
The Master said, "Good government obtains when those who are near are made
happy, and those who are far off are attracted."
...
Tsze-kung asked, saying, "What do you say of a man who is loved by all the
people of his neighborhood?" The Master replied, "We may not for that
accord our approval of him." "And what do you say of him who is hated by
all the people of his neighborhood?" The Master said, "We may not for that
conclude that he is bad. It is better than either of these cases that the
good in the neighborhood love him, and the bad hate him."
...
Part 14
Hsien asked what was shameful. The Master said, "When good government
prevails in a state, to be thinking only of salary; and, when bad
government prevails, to be thinking, in the same way, only of salary;-this
is shameful."
...
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Some one said, "What do you say concerning the principle that injury should
be recompensed with kindness?"
The Master said, "With what then will you recompense kindness?"
"Recompense injury with justice, and recompense kindness with kindness."
...
The Master said, "When rulers love to observe the rules of propriety, the
people respond readily to the calls on them for service."
...
Yuan Zang was squatting on his heels, and so waited the approach of the
Master, who said to him, "In youth not humble as befits a junior; in
manhood, doing nothing worthy of being handed down; and living on to old
age:-this is to be a pest." With this he hit him on the shank with his
staff.
...
Part 15
...
Tsze-kung asked, saying, "Is there one word which may serve as a rule of
practice for all one's life?" The Master said, "Is not Reciprocity such a
word? What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to others."
The Master said, "In my dealings with men, whose evil do I blame, whose
goodness do I praise, beyond what is proper? If I do sometimes exceed in
praise, there must be ground for it in my examination of the individual.
…
The Master said, "The superior man in everything considers righteousness to
be essential. He performs it according to the rules of propriety. He brings
it forth in humility. He completes it with sincerity. This is indeed a
superior man."
...
Confucius said, "When good government prevails in the empire, ceremonies,
music, and punitive military expeditions proceed from the son of Heaven.
When bad government prevails in the empire, ceremonies, music, and punitive
military expeditions proceed from the princes. When these things proceed
from the princes, as a rule, the cases will be few in which they do not
lose their power in ten generations. When they proceed from the great
officers of the princes, as a rule, the case will be few in which they do
not lose their power in five generations. When the subsidiary ministers of
the great officers hold in their grasp the orders of the state, as a rule
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the cases will be few in which they do not lose their power in three
generations.
"When right principles prevail in the kingdom, government will not be in
the hands of the great officers.
"When right principles prevail in the kingdom, there will be no discussions
among the common people."
...
Confucius said, "There are three things of which the superior man stands in
awe. He stands in awe of the ordinances of Heaven. He stands in awe of
great men. He stands in awe of the words of sages.
"The mean man does not know the ordinances of Heaven, and consequently does
not stand in awe of them. He is disrespectful to great men. He makes sport
of the words of sages."
Confucius said, "Those who are born with the possession of knowledge are
the highest class of men. Those who learn, and so readily get possession of
knowledge, are the next. Those who are dull and stupid, and yet compass the
learning, are another class next to these. As to those who are dull and
stupid and yet do not learn;-they are the lowest of the people."
...
Part 17
...
The Master said, "Does Heaven speak? The four seasons pursue their courses,
and all things are continually being produced, but does Heaven say
anything?"
...
Tsze-kung said, "Has the superior man his hatreds also?" The Master said,
"He has his hatreds. He hates those who proclaim the evil of others. He
hates the man who, being in a low station, slanders his superiors. He hates
those who have valor merely, and are unobservant of propriety. He hates
those who are forward and determined, and, at the same time, of contracted
understanding."
...
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Part 18
...
Part 19
Tsze-chang said, "The scholar, trained for public duty, seeing threatening
danger, is prepared to sacrifice his life. When the opportunity of gain is
presented to him, he thinks of righteousness. In sacrificing, his thoughts
are reverential. In mourning, his thoughts are about the grief which he
should feel. Such a man commands our approbation indeed
...
Part 20
...
Chau conferred great gifts, and the good were enriched.
"Although he has his near relatives, they are not equal to my virtuous men.
The people are throwing blame upon me, the One man."
He carefully attended to the weights and measures, examined the body of the
laws, restored the discarded officers, and the good government of the
kingdom took its course.
He revived states that had been extinguished, restored families whose line
of succession had been broken, and called to office those who had retired
into obscurity, so that throughout the kingdom the hearts of the people
turned towards him.
What he attached chief importance to were the food of the people, the
duties of mourning, and sacrifices.
By his generosity, he won all. By his sincerity, he made the people repose
trust in him. By his earnest activity, his achievements were great. By his
justice, all were delighted.
…13
The Master said, "Without recognizing the ordinances of Heaven, it is
impossible to be a superior man.
"Without an acquaintance with the rules of Propriety, it is impossible for
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the character to be established.
"Without knowing the force of words, it is impossible to know men."

THE END
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